
Why Cleantech is a Priority for Vancouver Island

TechIsland has identified the cleantech sector as one of our major priorities for business
development and investment attraction.  Why?  There are five compelling reasons:
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1. We must act quickly to help address climate change, the
environment and sustainability.

 
Global temperatures have risen 1.1C above pre-industrial levels and continue to rise. 
 Vancouver Island will be impacted by rising sea levels, more severe flooding and drought,
and further loss of biodiversity and degradation of ecosystems.  We need to be part of the
solution.  The 2020s will be the Decade of Action and delivery for sustainable development,
with governments and others pledging to mobilize financing, enhance national
implementation and strengthen institutions to achieve the UN’s Sustainable Development
Goals (SDGs).  Our local governments are incorporating climate change and sustainability
principles and policies into their planning.  Our companies are adopting SDG and ESG
principles and strategies into their operations, while businesses and governments of all
sizes are seeking to achieve operating efficiencies through the adoption of clean
technologies. 
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2. Cleantech is projected to be one of the fastest growing
sectors of the Canadian economy.  

The cleantech sector is projected to grow by more than 50% over the next ten years.  The
most important driver behind the expected growth is climate change and adaptation. In
Canada, all levels of government have committed to climate action, adopted targets, and
introduced a range of programs. The Pan-Canadian Framework on Clean Growth and
Climate Change, developed with the federal and provincial governments as well as First
Nations, includes actions to accelerate innovation, support cleantech, and create jobs. 
 Carbon pricing, emissions reductions, adaptation and mitigation, and new technologies
are all being investigated and promoted. Clean BC and the Cleantech Cluster Strategy for
province of BC are reinforcing provincial commitments to dealing with climate change
while contributing to economic development and diversification. In aggregate, government
commitments to climate change are driving public resources and investment to cleantech
and creating domestic and international market opportunities for innovative companies in
this province and Vancouver Island.
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3. Opportunities exist for Vancouver Island across a range of
sub-sectors.

The VICEDA region is well represented in energy production, including renewables, and
green building and construction, with a core of companies in consulting and support
services. It also has major industry and SMEs undertaking primary and manufacturing
production in forestry, agriculture and aquaculture that will increasingly demand cleantech
solutions. There is an increasing movement toward decarbonization globally that is being
driven by new or soon to be commercialized technology—according to the Energy
Transition Commission, a European think-tank, decarbonizing industry has moved from
mission impossible to “mission possible”.  Vancouver Island’s highly modified landscapes
and foreshore areas has considerable need and demand for environmental remediation and
restoration and climate change adaptation. Many Indigenous communities are actively
seeking to reduce reliance on diesel power by developing run-of-river hydro facilities for
village sites, while slightly larger grid-connected projects are already in place.  
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Clean energy - tidal, wind, hydro, renewable fuels (biodiesel, ethanol, hydrogen)
Clean industry - traditional industry, forestry, agriculture, minerals mining, marine,
transportation, energy that would be a source of demand for cleantech
Transportation – marine, air and land that connects the island internally and with world
markets
Air and Environment - waste streams (forestry, mining, agriculture, aquaculture), waste-
to-revenue opportunities, land, foreshore and water remediation, ecosystem restoration,
carbon sequestration, climate change adaptation  shoreline protection 

Opportunities for cleantech in the VICEDA region based on installed capacity, labour
force availability, resource potential and emerging research and development include:

/
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4. There is a strong connection between cleantech and the
characteristics of the local economies, and opportunities for both
rural and urban communities.

All communities on Vancouver Island have a marine-related economy with strong historical
and culture ties to forestry, the commercial fishery, aquaculture, tourism and transportation.
Even though some of these industries have fallen on hard times, the resources they use are
still there and if managed appropriately can be a sustainable source of economic activity in
the decades ahead. 

CLEAN TECH IS A PRIORITY

Vancouver Island is a mix of rural and urban communities, stretching from the Cowichan
Valley in the south to Mount Waddington in the north. Each region has distinctive socio-
community characteristics, resource and infrastructure assets and economic base.
Developing cleantech businesses and attracting investment can play to the strengths of
both the rural and urban areas. 
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Rural areas can position for entry into cleantech by focusing on potential sources of local
demand for cleantech and circular technologies, for example in the areas of ecosystem
remediation and reclamation, recycling, derelict vessels, modernized land use plan
implementation, silviculture, wood waste, agriculture, aquaculture and aggregate
production), sources of renewable energy, people attraction that is lifestyle focused and
related services that are not location sensitive. 

Urban areas can leverage their infrastructure, labour pools and business clusters notably
those that are export and trade-focused to establish stronger ties with BC’s cleantech
ecosystem and scale up to become recognized nodes in what BC’s Cleantech Cluster
Strategy calls its hub-node model. 

Source:GRT - Resource Regeneration (grtenv.com)

https://www.grtenv.com/
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5. Cleantech and the circular economy can be a vital component
in building better relationships with Indigenous communities and
advancing socio-cultural as well as economic reconciliation to
which all levels of government have committed. 

Indigenous communities participate in BC’s modernized land use planning process and as
government-to-government partners are having a major say in how land and marine
resources are to be managed now and in the future. Second, they have a vested interest in
matters of sustainability that meet cultural, social and economic needs, for example a
healthy and productive salmon fishery. Third, they are dispersed across the land and waters
with historic and current village sites that are underserved with modern infrastructure.
Fourth, they are closely involved, increasingly so, in traditional resource industries such as
the commercial fishery, aquaculture and logging. And finally, Indigenous communities
possess traditional knowledge that could combine with clean technologies to provide
innovative solutions to pressing environmental and sustainability problems. 
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VICEDA:
 

Vancouver Island Coast Economic Developers Association (VICEDA) was
established in 1996 to foster engagement and involvement in the vast economic
development activities in the region. Members benefit from industry knowledge
sharing, ongoing resources including funding opportunities, and special events

intended to encourage networking and growth of the Vancouver Island and Coast
economy. 

 
The vision of the TechIsland initiative is to develop a corridor of small and mid-
sized communities that offer investors a wide range of technology investment

opportunities, unique quality of life amenities, technology-related infrastructure
and support, as well as investment-ready communities prepared to welcome and

integrate them. 
 

VICEDA’s organizational mandate and its vision for TechIsland speak to the
challenges and expectations for economic development on the island. A diversity
of communities with access to natural, built and human resources is prepared to

network, fund and otherwise improve its readiness to attract business
investment to the regional economy, with an emphasis on technology and

knowledge-led activities. 
 

To find out more about the opportunities for development on Vancouver Island,
visit the TechIsland website at https:    techisland.io
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